
 

  

 

EASD STATEMENT ON SCIENTIFIC FREEDOM AND OPEN DIALOGUE 
 

Düsseldorf, 10 June 2026 

The European Association for the Study of Diabetes (EASD) wishes to express its serious concern 

regarding a recent incident at a major international diabetes conference. Reports regarding the 

removal of researchers who were distributing an editorial on the impact of research funding cuts 

have attracted considerable attention within the scientific community. 

As a professional scientific society dedicated to advancing diabetes research, improving patient 

outcomes, and fostering informed public and scientific dialogue, we are following this situation with 

considerable preoccupation.  

While EASD does not comment on the specific circumstances of individual events, we firmly uphold 

the principles of scientific inquiry, open academic dialogue, and the respectful exchange of views. 

These are not incidental to science, we believe they are its foundation. Progress in diabetes 

prevention, treatment and ultimately cure, depends on adequate funding and the ability of the 

scientific community to engage in constructive discussion about the challenges that may shape future 

discoveries. 

EASD remains committed to freedom of expression within lawful and respectful boundaries, to open 

scientific and policy discussion and to supporting patients, researchers, and clinicians in voicing 

perspectives on issues that affect care and outcomes. 

Where differences arise, EASD hopes that they can be addressed through peaceful reconciliation, 

mutual respect, and renewed dialogue, so that collective efforts may remain focused on the shared 

goal of strengthening diabetes research, care, and prevention. 

At a time when the global burden of diabetes continues to rise, it is more important than ever to 

protect and strengthen the foundations of scientific research, and to remain united in our shared 

commitment to improving the lives of people with diabetes, for the benefit of current and future 

generations. 

 

EASD – European Association for the Study of Diabetes e.V. 
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